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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claiml9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which appUcant regards as the 
invention. 

5. Claim 19 recites the limitation "said second" in lines 19. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this Umitation in the claim. 

The claim does not complete the statement referencing the second of a previous subject 
matter. For examination purposes, the terms "with said second" will be omitted from the 
claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this coxmtry, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Suzuki, US 
5,502,485. 

In regard to claim 20, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, discloses an electronic camera (see 
figure 1), comprising: 

a charge storage type image-capturing element (see figure 1, element 105) 
that stores electrical charges in correspondence to subject brightness distribution 
(see column 3, lines 59-62); 

a buffer memory unit (see figure 1, element 108) that stores said image 
data read out by said image-capturing element (see column 4, lines 5-7); 

a single shot/continuous shooting setting unit (see figure 1, element 9) that 
sets either a single shot mode or a continuous shooting mode (see column 8, lines 
15-26); and 

a recording signal output circuit (see figure 1, element 109) that repeatedly 
stores electrical charges at said image-capturing element and reads out image data 
from said image-capturing element when said continuous shooting mode has been 
set by said single shot/continuous shooting setting unit (see column 4, lines 5-9) 
and compresses and outputs image data corresponding to a frame read out 
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immediately before while electrical charges are being stored for the next frame 
(see column 8, lines 8-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1, 2, and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over view of Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999. 

In regard to claim 1, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, discloses an electronic still camera 
(see figure 1) comprising: 

a charge storage type image-capturing element (see figure 1, element 105) 
that stores electrical charges in correspondence to subject brightness distribution 
and reads out image data corresponding to said electrical charges(see column 3, 
lines 59-62); 

a buffer memory unit (see figure 1, element 108) that stores said image 
data read out by said image-capturing element (see column 4, lines 5-7); 

continuous shooting setting unit (see figure 1, element 109 and column 4, 
lines 10-11); 

a recording signal output circuit (see figure 1, element 109) that repeatedly 
stores electrical charges at said image-capturing element and reads out image data 
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from said image-capturing element when continuous shooting mode has been set 
by said continuous shooting setting unit and compresses and outputs image data 
corresponding to a frame which has been read out immediately before while 
electrical charges for the next frame are being stored during, at least, a period of 
time in which said continuous shooting mode has been set (see column 4, lines 5- 
9 and column 8, lines 8-15). 

The Suzuki reference does not disclose a continuous shooting setting unit that sets 
either a first continuous shooting mode or a second continuous shooting mode in which 
photographs are taken over shorter intervals than in said first continuous shooting mode. 

Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, discloses a continuous shooting setting unit (see figure 
1, element 14) that sets either a first continuous shooting mode (high-speed continuous 
shooting mode) or a second continuous shooting mode (extremely-high-speed 
continuous shooting mode) in which photographs are taken over shorter intervals than in 
said first continuous shooting mode (see column 3, lines 50-67). High-speed continuous 
shooting is accomplished by thinning out the horizontal lines of the image sensor during 
readout (see column 2, lines 9-22) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, 
US 6,5 18,999, to have a continuous shooting setting unit that sets either a first continuous 
shooting mode or a second continuous shooting mode in which photographs are taken 
over shorter intervals than in said first continuous shooting mode in order to reproduce 
the motion of a subject as a flash motion. , 
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In regard to claim 2, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, 
discloses an electronic still camera according to claim 1, wherein: 

said image-capturing element is provided with a plurality of pixels (It is 
inherent the solid state imaging device had a plurality on pixels in order to capture 
an image); 

and said recording signal output circuit reads out image data only from 
some of the pixels at said image-capturing element while said second continuous 
shooting mode has been set (see Miyamoto: column 2, lines 9-22). 
In regard to claims 12 and 13, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 

6,518,999, discloses an electronic still camera according to claims 1 and 2, respectively, 

wherein: 

when said second continuous shooting mode has been set, a shutter speed 
corresponding to a continuous shooting speed is set at a lower speed limit. 
It is implied that the shutter speed for the second (extremely-high-speed) 
continuous shooting mode has a minimum speed to differentiate it from the first (high- 
speed) continuous shooting mode and in order to be able to function under the shorter 
interval time between image captures. 
10, Claims 3, 4, 8-11, 14-16 are rejected under 35 U,S,C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, as applied to claim 2 above, 
and further in view of Kudo et al., US 5,517,243. 
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In regard to claim 3, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, 
discloses an electronic still camera according to claim 1. The Suzuki and Miyamoto 
references do not disclose wherein: 

when said second continuous shooting mode has been set, an 

image-capturing sensitivity higher than an image capturing sensitivity for said 

first continuous shooting mode has been set. 

Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, teaches to increase the image-capturing sensitivity as 
the image capturing rate increases by disclosing an electronic camera in which the image- 
capturing sensitivity is higher when image are captured in succession, in continuous 
mode, than in single shot mode (see figure 13, steps SI 13-1 16 and column 17, lines 40- 
50). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to modify Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, and further in 
view of Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, wherein when said second continuous shooting mode 
has been set, an image-capturing sensitivity higher than an image capturing sensitivity for 
said first continuous shooting mode has been set in order to provide an electronic camera 
which is arrange to prevent deterioration of image quality when pictures are taken at 
higher speeds. 

In regard to claim 4, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, 
discloses the electronic still camera of claim 2 as described above. The Suzuki and 
Miyamoto references do not disclose that when said second continuous shooting mode 
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has been set, an image-capturing sensitivity higher than an image capturing sensitivity for 
said first continuous shooting mode has been set. 

Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, teaches to increase the image-capturing sensitivity as 
the image capturing rate increases by disclosing an electronic camera in which the image- 
capturing sensitivity is higher when image are captured in succession, in continuous 
mode, than in single shot mode (see figure 13, steps SI 13-1 16 and column 17, lines 40- 
50). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to modify Ogino, US 5,633,976, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, in further view of 
Kudo et al, US 5,517,243, wherein when said second continuous shooting mode has been 
set, an image-capturing sensitivity higher than an image capturing sensitivity for said first 
continuous shooting mode has been set to prevent deterioration of image quality as 
suggested by Kudo, US 5,517,243 (see column 3, lines 5-10). 

In regard to claims 8, 10, and 1 1, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, 
US 6,518,999, discloses an electronic still camera according to claims 1, 3, and 5, 
respectively. The Suzuki and Miyamoto references do not disclose: 

a mechanical shutter provided to block photographic, Ught fluxes traveling 

to said image-capturing element, wherein: 

when said second continuous shooting mode has been set, electrical 

charges are stored at said image-capturing element and image data are read out 

from said image-capturing element while said mechanical shutter is left open. 

Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, discloses an electronic camera comprising: 
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a mechanical shutter (see figure 2, element 11) provided to block 
photographic, light fluxes traveling to said image-capturing element (see column 
4, line 55), wherein: 

when said second continuous shooting mode has been set, electrical 
charges are stored at said image-capturing element and image data are read out 
from said image-capturing element while said mechanical shutter is left open (see 
column 1, lines 39-42 and column 18, lines 49-60). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to modify Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, and further in 
view of Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, to have the mechanical shutter described above in 
order to prevent unwanted exposure to the CCD. 

In regard to claim 9, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, 
discloses the electronic still camera of claim 2 as described above. The Suzuki and 
Miyamoto references do not disclose: 

a mechanical shutter provided to block photographic, light fluxes traveling 

to said image-capturing element, wherein: 

when said second continuous shooting mode has been set, electrical 

charges are stored at said image-capturing element and image data are read out 

from said image-capturing element while said mechanical shutter is left open. 

Kudo et al, US 5,517,243, discloses an electronic camera comprising: 
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a mechanical shutter (see figure 2, 11) provided to block photographic, 
light fluxes traveling to said image-capturing element (see column 4, line 55), 
wherein: 

when said second continuous shooting mode has been set, electrical 
charges are stored at said image-capturing element and image data are read out 
from said image-capturing element while said mechanical shutter is left open (see 
column 1, lines 39-42 and column 18, lines 49-60). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to modify Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, in further view of 
Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, to have the mechanical shutter described above in order to 
protect the image sensor from overexposure. 

In regard to claims 14-16, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 
6,518,999, and further in view of Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, discloses an electronic still 
camera according to claims, 3, 5, and 8, respectively, wherein: 

when said second continuous shooting mode has been set, a shutter speed 

corresponding to a continuous shooting speed is set at a lower speed Umit. 

It would have been implied that the shutter speed for the second (extremely high- 
speed) continuous shooting mode has a minimum speed to differentiate it from the first 
(high-speed) continuous shooting mode and in order to be able to function under the 
shorter interval time between image captures. 
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11. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki, 
US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, as applied to claims 1 and 3 above, and 
further in view of Mizoguchi et aL, US 5,959,669. 

In regard to claims 5-7, Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 
6,518,999, discloses an electronic still camera according to claims 1, 2, and 3, 
respectively. The Suzuki and Miyamoto references do not disclose comprising: 
an exposure value setting unit that sets shutter speed and aperture 

corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a predetermined program 

chart, wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided with a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart and a second continuous shooting mode program 
chart, with said second continuous shooting mode program chart shifted toward a 
higher shutter speed side relative to said first continuous shooting mode program 
chart. 

Mizoguchi et al., 5,959,669, discloses an electronic still camera comprising: 

an exposure value setting unit (see figure 21, element 108) that sets shutter 
speed and aperture corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a 
predetermined program chart (see figure 35 and column 26, lines 40-51), wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided with a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart (see figure 25, step 110: there is a chart for color 
standard-resolution continuous shooting) and a second continuous shooting mode 
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program chart (see figure 25, step 119: there is a second chart for black-and-white 
high-resolution continuous shooting). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to modify Suzuki, US 5,502,485, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, and further in 
view of Mizoguchi et al, US 5,959,669, to have: 

an exposure value setting unit that sets shutter speed and aperture 

corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a predetermined program 

chart, wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided with a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart and a second continuous shooting mode program 
chart, with said second continuous shooting mode program chart shifted toward a 
higher shutter speed side relative to said first continuous shooting mode program 
chart in order to obtain the aperture value and shutter speed required quickly to 
decreasing processing time. 
12. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogino, US 
5,633,976, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, and Kudo et ah, US 5,517,243. 

In regard to claim 17, Ogino, US 5,633,976, discloses an electronic still camera 
(see figure 1) comprising: 

a charge storage type image-capturing element (see figure 1, element 14) 
that stores electrical charges in correspondence to subject brightness distribution 
(see column 2, line 1 to column 3, line 2); 
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a continuous shooting setting unit (see figure 1, element 38) that sets 
either a first continuous shooting mode (low speed) or a second continuous 
shooting mode (high speed) in which photographs are taken over shorter intervals 
than in said first continuous shooting mode (see column 7, lines 59-63); and 

a recording signal output circuit (see figure 1, element 20) that repeatedly 
stores electrical charges at said image-capturing element and reads out image data 
fi-om said image-capturing element when either continuous shooting mode has 
been set by said continuous shooting setting unit (see column 4, lines 27-3 1). 
The Ogino reference does not disclose: 

the recording signal output circuit reads out image data only from some of 
the pixels at said image-capturing elements while said second continuous shooting 
mode has been set. 

Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, discloses high-speed continuous shooting is 
accomplished by thinning out the horizontal Unes of the image sensor during readout (see 
column 2, lines 9-22) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ogino, US 5,633,976, in view of Miyamoto, 
US 6,5 18,999, to have the recording signal output circuit read out image data only from 
some of the pixels at said image-capturing elements while said second continuous 
shooting mode has been set in order to reproduce the motion of a subject as a flash 
motion. 

The Ogino and Miyamoto references do not disclose: 
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a sensitivity setting unit that sets a higher image capturing sensitivity in 
said second continuous shooting mode than an image-capturing sensitivity set in 
said first continuous shooting mode. 

Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, teaches to increase the image-capturing sensitivity as 
the image capturing rate increases by disclosing an electronic camera in which the image- 
capturing sensitivity is higher when image are captured in succession, in continuous 
mode, than in single shot mode (see figure 13, steps SI 13-1 16 and column 17, lines 40- 
50). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to have been motivated modify Ogino, US 5,633,976, in view of Kudo et al,, US 
5,517,243, to have: 

a sensitivity setting unit that sets a higher image capturing sensitivity in 
said second continuous shooting mode than an image-capturing sensitivity set in 
said first continuous shooting mode, in order to prevent deterioration of image 
quality as suggested by Kudo, US 5,517,243 (see column 3, lines 5-10). 
13. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogino, US 
5,633,976, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, and Mizoguchi et al., 5,959,669, 

In regard to claim 18, Ogino, US 5,633,976, discloses an electronic still camera 
(see figure 1) comprising: 

a charge storage type image-capturing element (see figure 1, element 14) 
that stores electrical charges in correspondence to subject brightness distribution 
(see column 4, lines 2-9); 
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[The brightness distribution of the subject is focused by the lens through 
the light amount control member onto the image pickup face which converts the 
optical image into an electrical signal that is stored in the sample holding circuit.] 

a continuous shooting setting unit (see figure 1, element 38) that sets 
either a first continuous shooting mode (low speed) or a second continuous 
shooting mode (high speed) in which photographs are taken over shorter intervals 
than in said first continuous shooting mode (see column 7, Hnes 59-63); and 

a recording signal output circuit (see figure 1, element 20) that repeatedly 
stores electrical charges at said image-capturing element and reads out image data 
from said image-capturing element when either continuous shooting mode has 
been set by said continuous shooting setting unit (see column 4, lines 27-3 1). 
The Ogino reference does not disclose: 

the recording signal output circuit reads out image data only from some of 
the pixels at said image-capturing elements while said second continuous shooting 
mode has been set. 

Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, discloses high-speed continuous shooting is 
accomplished by thinning out the horizontal lines of the image sensor during readout (see 
column 2, lines 9-22) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ogino, US 5,633,976, in view of Miyamoto, 
US 6,518,999, to have the recording signal output circuit read out image data only from 
some of the pixels at said image-capturing elements while said second continuous 
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shooting mode has been set in order to reproduce the motion of a subject as a flash 
motion. 

The Ogino and Miyamoto references do not disclose comprising: 

an exposure value setting unit that sets shutter speed and aperture 
corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a predetermined program 
chart, wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided with a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart and a second continuous shooting mode program 
chart, with said second continuous shooting mode program chart shifted toward a 
higher shutter speed side relative to said first continuous shooting mode program 
chart. 

Mizoguchi et al., 5,959,669, discloses an electronic still camera comprising: 

an exposure value setting unit (see figure 21, element 108) that sets shutter 
speed and aperture corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a 
predetermined program chart (see figure 35 and column 26, Unes 40-51), wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided with a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart (see figure 25, step 110: there is a chart for color 
standard-resolution continuous shooting) and a second continuous shooting mode 
program chart (see figure 25, step 119: there is a second chart for black-and-white 
high-resolution continuous shooting). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to modify Ogino, US 5,633,976, in view of Mizoguchi et al., US 5,959,669to have: 
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an exposure value setting unit that sets shutter speed and aperture 
corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a predetermined program 
chart, wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided with a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart and a second continuous shooting mode program 
chart, with said second continuous shooting mode program chart shifted toward a 
higher shutter speed side relative to said first continuous shooting mode program 
chart in order to obtain the aperture value and shutter speed required quickly to 
decreasing processing time. 
14. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogino, US 
5,633,976, in view of Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, and Mizoguchi et 
ah, US 5,959,669. 

In regard to claim 19, Ogino, US 5,633,976, discloses an electronic still camera 
(see figure 1) comprising: 

a charge storage type image-capturing element (see figure 1, element 14) 
that stores electrical charges in correspondence to subject brightness distribution 
(see column 4, hnes 2-9); 

[The brightness distribution of the subject is focused by the lens through 
the light amount control member onto the image pickup face which converts the 
optical image into an electrical signal that is stored in the sample holding circuit] 

a continuous shooting setting unit (see figure 1, element 38) that sets 
either a first continuous shooting mode (low speed) or a second continuous 
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shooting mode (high speed) in which photographs are taken over shorter intervals 
than in said first continuous shooting mode (see column 7, lines 59-63); and 

a recording signal output circuit (see figure 1, element 20) that repeatedly 
stores electrical charges at said image-capturing element and reads out image data 
from said image-capturing element when either continuous shooting mode has 
been set by said continuous shooting setting unit (see column 4, lines 27-31). 
The Ogino reference does not disclose: 

the recording signal output circuit reads out image data only from some of 
the pixels at said image-capturing elements while said second continuous shooting 
mode has been set. 

Miyamoto, US 6,518,999, discloses high-speed continuous shooting is 
accomplished by thinning out the horizontal lines of the image sensor during readout (see 
column 2, lines 9-22) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Ogino, US 5,633,976, in view of Miyamoto, 
US 6,5 18,999, to have the recording signal output circuit read out image data only from 
some of the pixels at said image-capturing elements while said second continuous 
shooting mode has been set in order to reproduce the motion of a subject as a flash 
motion. 

The Ogino and Miyamoto references do not disclose comprising: 
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a sensitivity setting unit that sets a higher image capturing sensitivity in 
said second continuous shooting mode than an image-capturing sensitivity set in 
said first continuous shooting mode; and 

Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, teaches to increase the image-capturing sensitivity as 
the image capturing rate increases by disclosing an electronic camera in which the image- 
capturing sensitivity is higher when image are captured in succession, in continuous 
mode, than in single shot mode (see figure 13, steps SI 13-1 16 and column 17, lines 40- 
50). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to modify Ogino, US 5,633,976, in view of Kudo et al., US 5,517,243, to have: 

a sensitivity setting unit to prevent deterioration of image quality as 
suggested by Kudo, US 5,517,243 (see column 3, lines 5-10). 
The Ogino and Kudo references doe not disclose: 

an exposure value setting unit that sets shutter speed and aperture 
corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a predetermined program 
chart, wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided with a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart and a second continuous shooting mode program 
chart, with said s e cond. 

Mizoguchi et al, 5,959,669, discloses an electronic still camera comprising: 
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an exposure value setting unit (see figure 21, element 108) that sets shutter 
speed and aperture corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a 
. predetermined program chart (see figure 35 and column 26, lines 40-51), wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided w^ith a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart (see figure 25, step 110: there is a chart for color 
standard-resolution continuous shooting) and a second continuous shooting mode 
program chart (see figure 25, step 119: there is a second chart for black-and-white 
high-resolution continuous shooting). 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art, at the time of invention, 
to modify Ogino, US 5,633,976, in view of Kudo et al., US 5,5 17,243, and Mizoguchi et 
al, US 5,959,669, to have: 

an exposure value setting unit that sets shutter speed and aperture 

corresponding to subject brightness in conformance to a predetermined program 

chart, wherein: 

said exposure value setting unit is provided with a first continuous 
shooting mode program chart and a second continuous shooting mode program 
chart, with said second continuous shooting mode program chart shifted toward a 
higher shutter speed side relative to said first continuous shooting mode program 
chart in order to obtain the aperture value and shutter speed required quickly to 
decreasing processing time. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 703-305-8623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's acting 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 703-305-4725. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306; 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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